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It’s the most festive and joyous time of year! First, let’s be thankful to God for the
blessings we’ve enjoyed, often taken for granted; don’t gloss over Thanksgiving on your
way to Christmas! The former can and should be a quieter time to reflect with family
and friends, without all the hustle and bustle and hurriedness of the latter. Compared
to this same time last year, we have cautiously made great strides back toward some
sense of normalcy. Thank you, Lord!
Secondly, the Christmas “season” is well on its way. The CSHA will conduct our annual
Christmas Open House (which was cancelled last year) on Saturday, December 4, 12:00
noon – 4:00 pm. We’ve expanded the hours of this event to allow our visitors to explore the Courthouse more leisurely and to have more opportunity to socialize while
there. The Courthouse will be decorated in old fashioned tradition including a tree and
will feature a collection of Nutcrackers, owned by Shelia Curtis. There is even a
“scavenger hunt” planned for the children, involving the Nutcrackers.
We are thrilled that we have been able to engage Kendra Ward and Bob Bence to present a Christmas concert from the Appalachian tradition on the hammered dulcimer,
mountain dulcimer, and guitar. Their performance will begin at 12:30 pm. Kendra and
Bob have performed at many notable festivals and concerts across the nation; many of
you probably have seen them locally at the Bob Evans Farm Festival or the Ohio State
Fair. They have also produced several CD’s, DVD’s, instructional videos, books and publications centered around their music and instruments.
The CSHA certainly thanks and appreciates the performances of the Eastern Bell Choir,
directed by Cris Kuhn, over the past several years, at our Christmas Open House. Cris
recently retired from her career in teaching music at Eastern; happy retirement Cris!
Please join us on December 4th! Refreshments will be served following the concert in
the Academy Dining Hall; a small gift shop will also be set up there, where you may purchase gifts or souvenirs, including Cats Meows of local historical buildings.
Happy Thanksgiving & Merry Christmas!
Dan Will, CSHA President
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You are Invited to:

Christmas Open House
At the Chester Court House and Academy

On December 4, 2021
Time: 12 Noon until 4 PM

Entertainment by:

Kendra Ward and Bob Bence

They will be sharing their authentic Appalachian Heritage playing
many Christmas Favorites on mountain and hammered dulcimer’s with
a guitar backup
Refreshments (cookies and punch) will be served in the

Chester Academy Dining Area
There will be a small Christmas Store selling Items from Chester Shade
Historical Association
Please come and bring your friends for a very entertaining afternoon
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The Arbaugh’s of Tuppers Plains
By Leah Arbaugh
John W. Arbaugh came to Tuppers Plains in 1929
and established the first funeral home. This was all
due to a certain young lady of Tuppers Plains,
newly graduated from Rio Grande College, and
armed with her teaching certificate, she went out
to Radcliff, Ohio, Vinton County, and accepted a
teaching position at the local high school. She
rented a room at the home of Cora Arbaugh, a
member of the School Board.
John’s first glimpse of this new school marm (Ethel
Matlack), was when his mother brought her out to
the potato patch where he was hoeing potatoes
“barefoot”. It wasn’t exactly love at first sight
though.
Ethel taught at Radcliff for two years before a
date was arranged by John’s sister Mary, who
needed a chaperone and thought Miss Matlack
and her brother would satisfy the need. It was
told that Dad sat on his side of the car and Ethel
sat on hers.
In the meantime, John’s father sent him to Rio
Grande College, but he was there only three
weeks when he realized academia was not for
him. He went home and his father told him if he
was not going to school, he would have to go to
work on road construction driving a team of
mules nine hours a day. This lasted a few months
when John decided to become an embalmer
and was taken by his father to the Columbus College of Embalming.
Ethel later returned to Tuppers Plains and continued teaching. John often visited her at the family
home. Tiring of the long trips from Radcliff to Tuppers Plains, he announced on one of his visits that
he had brought his suitcase and all his clothes
and was staying. Panicking, Ethel’s parents hurriedly rounded up a minister and they were married in the parlor of Hotel Matlack, home of the
bride. (see page 5)
John started his funeral business in the United
Brethren Parsonage, but moved to Cottageville,
W.Va. after Leah, their first of four daughters was
born. The depression years were hard and busi11/20/2021

Dorothy Matlack Lambert Cominisky and Leah J. Arbaugh—2006

ness difficult for a fledgling of 22 years. John moved his
family, (Irreta had now arrived) to Guysville. Not happy
there, he returned to Tuppers Plains. His father who was
in the lumber business brought him enough lumber to
build a house where the old mill once stood. Ethel became Post Mistress, when her mother, Minnie Matlack,
gave up the job after holding the position for 32 1/2
years. This necessitated building a Post Office and a
mortuary.
Two more daughters, Lily and Shirley, were born and
finally a son, William Wesley. Upon passing his physical
for service in WWII, John was rejected due to services
he rendered to the community. Many a stormy night
found him trudging hills and mud trying to get the sick
into the hospitals.
John served as a member of the school board, was
Past Master of the Masonic Lodge at Coolville, and a
member of the Christian Church.
He bought and sold various properties in Tuppers Plains,
including Charley Young’s grocery store and became
a merchant for a short time. In 1944 he built a brick
funeral home where he continued in business until 1966
when he retired.
Ever restless, he and Ethel moved to Florida where John
bought and sold property including orange groves.
Upon returning, he started a housing development on
the Ritchey farm which he had bought a few years before. He first built a home for himself which precipitated the selling of lots and the building of homes in Tuppers Plains.
Completing this he moved to Logan buying and selling
four homes there before returning to his home in Tuppers Plains. At 72 he was still looking for that greener
pasture. If you hear of one, please let John know.
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Matlack General Store and Hotel Matlack
People pictured are from left to right: Ivan Parker, No Name, Guy Parker, Mat Green, Vern Shields, and
Emory Green. William E. Matlack in front of tree. Family: Glen E., Howard C., Emile F. and Minnie Bell
Osborn Matlack.
Master of Fayal for the next two years, leaving
He was Postmaster at age 21
there to settle in Tuppers Plains.
(This story was written by Mrs. Agnus Hill and apHe was appointed a member of the Board of Edpeared in the Dailey Sentinel.)
ucation in 1895 and served 32 years, most of that
In 1894, W. E. Matlack purchased the Tuppers time as clerk-treasurer of the board. He served
Plains Hotel and a store next to it establishing a four years as treasurer of Orange township, four
general merchandising business handling lumber, years as trustee, and as assistant postmaster 15
produce, machinery, fertilizer and all types of store years.
goods, and managing the hotel besides.
After 1900 Mr. Matlack built a huge kitchen onto
A statement issued to the Grand Army of the Re- the back of the hotel building, but this has since
public, Tuppers Plains, Ohio, February 2, 1899 been torn down and the building restored to look
shows the following charges:
nearly as the picture. The hotel was built before
the Civil War. Many drummers, academy stu2 gal. oysters at $1.10
$2.20
dents and travelers rested in its shelter. Note: The
1 lb. Coffee
.12
1 sack of salt
.05
condition of the road surface.
Pepper
.05
The wide halls and lofty ceilings speak louder
5 3/4 lb. crackers at .07
.40
than words of early history. Hotel Matlack was
2 lb. gran. Sugar at .06
.12
Butter
.11
kept in operation until about 1930, after which it
4 gal. milk at .15
.60
was used as a private dwelling unit.
Rc’d payment
$3.65
The store, a garage, and the home of a widow,
_____________________
Mrs. Callie Shields were destroyed by a disastrous
Mr. Matlack was a man of many occupations.
“election day” fire in 1936. There was very little
Born October 18, 1871, near Long Bottom, he
bought timber land when only 18 years of age, insurance to cover the loss, but Meigs County
sawing the timber and marketing the lumber, us- saw another quality of “Bill” Matlack, courage.
His hotel, now used as a dwelling, was all that
ing oxen to move it. At 21, he was appointed Post
was left.
(Continued on page 5)
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Pictured are people from the Matlack-Turben Reunion in 1908 (10).
Adults sitting: Lady in white—Kate Lynch Turben ?
Joshua Turben

Mother Lydia Ernestine Turben Matlack, Obadiah Turben, Wife—Eliza Virginia Martin, William Emery Matlack. The
reunion was held in Matlack Grove belonging to Will. His three boys are behind him in band uniforms; Glen,
Howard, and Emile.
Children on the ground—Son of Emery Turben, Freda and Ethel Matlack—daughters of Will, Ralph Keller—Son of
Bertha Turben. Bertha is standing behind Joshua—Freda Parker, Ralph Matlack, Dwight Kim (son of Rose). Emma
Turben—left of Bertha (sisters), children of Obadiah Turben.
First row standing—Mable Matlack, wife of Emory Turben, Emma Turban, Bertha Turben, Abe Norris, Sarah Norris
(Matlack), Laura Matlack Parker Barnett, Howard-Glen-Emile Matlack.
Back row—Isaac Matlack, Josephine Matlack, Fred Webster & Mary Matlack Webster (daughter of John), Emma, Emery, Bertha Turben, Margaret with baby Everett Matlack—(John’s wife & Boby. Behind Margaret is Obadiah’s son Joshua—not brother. Lem Brook, Maude Matlack Brooks, Waid Barnett, Laura Barnett, John Matlack in
back, Vern Parker (son of Laura), Ray Matlack (son of John Matlack).
These are people that are part of the Arbaugh family history.
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(continued from page 3)

In 1893, W.E. Matlack and Minnie Osborne were
united in marriage. To this union were born six children, Glen, Howard, Emil, Freda (Green), Ethel (Mrs.
John Arbaugh), and Willie, who died as an infant.
W.E. Matlack died in 1943; his wife, in 1945.
The hotel building was later owned by Mrs. William
Chapman, who maintained a lovely home there.
(Information source: Mrs. John Arbaugh and
miscellaneous newspaper clippings.)
A Big Thank You
(Leah Arbaugh, who passed away some months
ago, was a lifelong student and collector of Genealogy. She was a lifetime member of the ChesterShade Historical Association. The CSHA has gratefully
accepted the donation, by her family, of Leah's numerous boxes of records and pictures dealing with
the Arbaugh, Matlack, and Turben Families, who
were prominent citizens of Tuppers Plains. These are
available in the Genealogy Library of the Chester
Academy.) It is intended that much of the Family
histories will be copied for use in the Genealogy Libraries of The Meigs Historical Society.
The stories included in this newsletter are just a small
sample of what we have available.

Mike Roberts

682 Springwater Drive
Akron, OH 44333
Milk Bottle Cap Collection
When I grew up in Sugar Run in the 1950’s (Born in
1944) Milk was purchased in store or delivered to
the door in glass bottles. These were available in ½
pint, pint, and quart sizes.
Half gallon or gallon versions were not available
(at least in Meigs County). By that time the lions
share of milk sold in the stores was provided by larger companies such as Imperial Dairy in Middleport.
But for many the dairy delivery man brought it to
the doorstep.
11/20/2021

There were at least two small, family dairies in
Pomeroy in the early 1950’s. One was the Hofners’ Dairy on Lincoln Hill. (I attended Sugar Run
school with one of the Hofner children.) I am
most familiar with the other one: H.A. (Harold)
Moore dairy. This was located on Union Avenue,
just before the top of the hill. Harold was the
owner and to the best of my recollection, the
sole employee. He had perhaps 20 head of
cows which he milked each day. Then he would
process, bottle and deliver the product door-todoor from the trunk of his 1952 (or 1953) Plymouth. Having a small business, he supplemented
his income by working as part time yardman at
the Rawling’s estate almost next door to my
home. (The estate was the Tudor style house on
the corner of Union Avenue and Prospect Hill
Road.)
There were numerous small dairies in the county
such as Titus in Rutland and Salser in Racine.
There are thousands of milk bottle collectors nationwide. These dairy bottles have the name of
the dairy embossed or enameled in the glass.
Each of the milk bottles had a cardboard lid –
either plain or imprinted with the dairy name and
other requited information. The bottle collectors
also want the lids. There are some who collect
only the lids. As a die-hard Meigs County collector I seek both.

People seem to understand the high values for
some of the actual bottles, but are unaware that
some of the humble lids are worth $50.00 or
more. (Some such as the Duffy’s, Syracuse are
worth 50 cents.) These lids were not generally
saved and didn’t survive the dump (as many of
the bottles did.) I have gathered 19 different lids
in my collection, as show in the photos.
This is a picture of a glass half
pint milk bottle with a lid.
The next page is a picture of
some of the caps that I have
collected. Shown smaller than
actual size.
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“The Chase”
By Jim Smith
This story begins in the year of approximately 17921793. The blockhouse of Newbury Fort was established about 1790-1791 and the Fort at Bellville, VA.
Was established in the year of 1785. Fort Bellville was
located across the Ohio River from what is now
Reedsville, Ohio. The Newbury Blockhouse was located 3-4 miles above the mouth of the Hocking River. A stone marker identifies the exact spot of Newbury Fort.
Many Indian Raids took place during the Indian wars
of 1790-1795. The Indian’s would make long trips into
the new settlements of Ohio and Virginia for any kind
of plunder, and prisoners if possible, and bring them
back to their villages for adoption into their families.
One such raid took place close to Clarksburg, Virginia. Remember that West Virginia did not become a
state until 1863. As the story goes the Indians took a
young woman from the settlements close to Clarksburg and headed back to the Ohio River. Somewhere between Newbury Fort and Fort Bellville the
Indians crossed the Ohio being pursued by back
woodsmen from Virginia.

There is always transgression with these early pioneer
stories. The young woman was found dead someplace on the Virginia side of the river. The alarm
went out along both sides of the River Valley and so
begins the chase. Men from the Newbury Fort or
Fort Bellville held a parlay and knew about where
the Indians would cross the river.
There are two or three versions of this story; names of
the participants vary from 3-4 frontiersmen; but the
one name that is the same in every story is John
Coleman from Fort Belleville. As the story goes 2-3
men set out on the chase. These men were dead
serious about catching up to the Indians that killed
the young girl from Virginia. One story has the trail
located at Long Bottom on the river bank. The correct version I believe is at Indian Run above Reedsville, Ohio. Indian Run is just below the mouth of
Hocking River and about a mile or so above where
Fort Bellville stood on the Virginia side of the River.
The exact spot of this fort is marked by a monument
11/20/2021

located at Old Lock 20 in Belleville, West Virginia.
These brave frontiersmen picked up the trail
and followed in a westerly direction to what is
now the area of Tuppers Plains. John Coleman,
Jacob Kimes, and possibly Joshua Fleehart
were in pursuit of the two Indians following
Meigs Creek to East Shade Branch. Meigs
Creek follows Route 681 in Orange Township.
At this junction of the two creeks, one mile
north, was a salt lick where deer would lick the
ground for the salt minerals. The two Indians
killed a deer and moved to higher ground,
made camp, and prepared their venison. The
frontier scouts spotted their campfire smoke
and closed in on the Indians. The frontiersmen
fired their flintlocks killing one outright. The other escaped never to be found. Years later a
skeleton was found said to be the other Indian.
But this cannot be confirmed. The frontiersmen
went back to the Indian camp and found a
scalp sewn to a 6 inch willow hoop. A copper
kettle and flintlock rifle were taken back to the
Fort at Newbury or Fort Bellville.
There are two versions of this fact also. However, all the men involved would be well known
at both forts. Another name that might have
been on this foray was Elijah Rixley or (Pixley).
He was known to be with Malcomb Coleman,
John Coleman, James Ryan on Big Mill Creek
during the winter of February 1793. Malcomb
Coleman was killed and scalped by Indians
near Cottageville, West Virginia, during a winter
hunt to supply meat for the people at Fort Bellville.

Early frontier history is scarce for Meigs County
before 1795, however remember after the signing of the Treaty of Greenville in 1795, the
floodgates of settlement were opened and the
pioneers flowed down the Ohio River and
across from Virginia heading to the Ohio Country.
Refence: Hardesty's History of Meigs County
(1883) Washington County. Settlement of Newbury ( Mrs. Laura Curtis Preston)
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We would like to share some seasonal cards with you from the old days
And wish everyone Happy Healthy Holidays

(Circa 1900– 1910)
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2022 CSHA Membership
Membership dues start on January 1 of each year and expire on December 31 of each year.
$15.00 Individual Adult, $150 Lifetime Membership
PLEASE PRINT
Name: ________________________________________________________
Spouse Name: _________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
City: _____________________________ State: ________ Zip: _________
Phone Number: _________________________________________________
E-Mail: _______________________________________________________
(If email has changed, please update it here.)
Student Name (s): _______________________________________________
Number of Persons: Individual _______, Amount to Pay _______________
Number of Years Paid _____________ Date Paid ____________ Donation _________
(If you would like please mark one of the following and a member of the CSHA will contact you)
__ I would like to volunteer at the Courthouse/Academy
__ I have a family history or other items to donate to CSHA
__ I have stories to tell
Thank you, we appreciate your support!!!!!!!!!

Yes, I would like to volunteer!
Name ____________________________________

I can volunteer: One day a week ______________

Phone ____________________________________

One day a month _____________

E-Mail ___________________________________

Occasionally ________________
As needed __________________

Preferred day: Monday __________Wednesday ___________ Friday ____________ Saturday _____________
We are open on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 10 am till 4 pm. Please call first. 740-985-9822
We are closed on Holidays.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Your Dues Count

The money that you pay for dues goes to promote our organization.
It helps us pay our utility bills, upkeep expenses, making it possible

to keep the buildings open to the public, as well as historical programs for youth and adults. Please check out our membership page

and sign up today. Memberships begin in January and end on December 31 of each year.
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