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Earlier this month we celebrated the death, burial, and resurrection of our Savior, key
events to the whole Christian experience. In a contrasting sense, we as a nation are somewhat experiencing a type of resurrection from the Covid 19 pandemic, but in a slow, cautious, stop-and-start sense. Instead of three days, it probably will be a year-long resurrection, and then “things’ that had to change temporarily will probably not return to exactly
what was being done prior to March 2020.
In our March monthly meeting, the CSHA, looking forward to returning to somewhat normal
operating schedule, decided to return to our usual open days, M-W-F-Sat, 10 am – 4 pm.
During these times, the Chester Courthouse & Museum are open for touring, and the Academy research facility is available to those looking for history and genealogy information. If
that schedule does not fit your needs, you can always call the number listed elsewhere in
this newsletter for a special appointment.
April is the month the CSHA normally would have our annual benefit dinner and auction,
but, as last year, we again canceled, feeling that it was still a little too early to have a large
indoor gathering event; also, the place we normally would have it was not available. Alternatively, as a fundraiser, we are having a three-day yard sale at the Blosser residence along
State Route 7, about a mile south of Eastern Schools. The dates are Thursday, April 29; Friday April 30; and Saturday May 1; hours 9 am – 4 pm each day. Please, if you have good,
saleable items to donate, consider bringing them ahead of time to the Academy, or call us
and we can arrange to have them picked up. And if you can’t donate, support us by coming
to our sale!
Another project in progress is the production of a professional documentary video illustrating our historic restored buildings, the associated property and our organization. Our
team is working with a company “History in Your Own Backyard” to produce a 15-minute
informational video which will be available on You Tube, and thus to anybody, anywhere.
(Continued on Page 2)
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From the Bench—Continued
Our goal is to broaden our exposure as a historic site and touring
destination for history buffs in the Midwest and beyond.
The 2021 Meigs Heritage Festival is being planned for the fall, on
Saturday, October 2nd., 9:00 am – 4:00 pm, on The Commons,
and will feature the traditional Car Show, as well as other vendors and exhibitors. If you are (or know of) a craft vendor or exhibitor of historical items and would like to be included in this
event, please contact the CSHA. Sale of food will probably look
different because of Covid restrictions, and most likely will be
limited to commercially pre-packaged snack foods and bottled
drinks.
As usual, we solicit volunteers and new members; there’s always
small projects and maintenance items that need to be accomplished. Members, have you paid your 2021 dues? We also are
accepting donations of goods for the yard sale mentioned above,
as well as items for a future benefit auction. Of course, monetary donations are always nice!
See you at our next event!

Academy and Court House Hours
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
And Saturday
10:00 - 4:00
Or
By Appointment
Call Kaye Fick at 740-985-4115
Or
Dan Will at 740-985-4344
E-mail
chestercourthouse@windstream.net
Website
www.chestercourthouse.com
Court House Phone
740-985-9822

Please “Note”

Dan Will
CSHA President

Chester News
From the Dailey Sentinel, Picture by Sarah Hawley
The Meigs County Commissioners held their recent
weekly meeting at the oldest Courthouse in Ohio,
“the Chester Courthouse,” while recognizing Ag
Week.
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Presenting our new Cat’s Meow which will
be for sale in the near future.

Both structures were rebuilt. The mill was next owned
by David Curtis Smith. Eugene and Charles Smith took
over operations in the early 1900’s and made significant repairs and upgrades. The mill was conscripted
by the US government and operated 24 hours a day to
produce flour during World War I.
In the late 1930’s mill operations ceased when the
dam was destroyed by a flood. The mill was eventually disassembled, and all that remains are stories and
photos of the iconic structure.
Old Stories from the Times Sentinel
August 31, 1986

Big-time crime not limited to just big cities
By Nancy Yoacham—Times Sentinel Staff
CHESTER—Robbery, bribery, fraud, murder—
words that incite thoughts of ruthless criminals
and big cities—New York, Chicago, Los Angeles,
Miami.
Enlargement of the Chester Roller Mill Dam
This is a sketch of the Chester Dam drawn by
E.R. Russel. It shows the timbers that were put in
the ground to support the wood panels that
held the water back.

CHESTER ROLLER MILL AND COVERED BRIDGE
By Lorna Hart

The Chester Roller Mill and adjacent covered bridge
attracted visitors to the picturesque big wheel and
water fall, and was widely regarded as the perfect
place for a Sunday outing and picnic before its closure
in the late 1930’s.
The Chester Roller Mill was erected sometime before
1812 by Levi Stedman, one of Chester’s first settlers.
A dam built across the Shade River provided water
power for the gristmill, and a later addition saw mill.
The mill belonged to the Knight family when Morgan’s Raiders set fire to both the mill and covered
bridge in 1863 during their incursion into Ohio during
the Civil War.
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Add horse stealing to the word list and the mind
conjures up notions of the old west—Dodge City,
Tuscon, Tombstone, Larado.
But if you’re familiar with Meigs County history,
then all these words just might bring to mind the
community of Chester—headquarters for years
of the infamous Keg Company, also known as
the Newsome Gang.
Remembered for being Meigs’ first county seat,
Chester has always been home to many wellknown families, But in the early days of Chester,
a highly organized counterfeiting ring prospered
under the guise of a small town inn, owned and
operated by Nathan Newsome, ring leader.
The group of thieves became known as the Keg
Company because—so the story goes—they
claimed to keep their money in a keg.
It was never known exactly how many individuals were in cahoots with Newsome, nor were all
details of the gang’s escapades ever uncovered. But older folks living in Chester, who grew
(continued on the next page)
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Old Stories from the Times Sentinel
August 31, 1986
up hearing parents and grandparents talk about
the heyday of the Keg Company, still describe
the group as “cutthroats.”
According to a story in “Meigs County History
Vol. 1,” Newsome came to the Chester area in
1825. The house he built still stands. Located on
Ohio 7 just south of the Ohio 248 intersection, it is
now owned by Lucille Smith of Chester, and her
sister, Elma Reuter of Akron.
Newsome kept tavern in the house and both he
and tavern were popular. He soon built another
house nearby which was used as a tannery.
Said to be from a good family, Newsome was
described as attractive, intelligent, well-off financially—and shrewd. At one time he was even a
candidate for state legislature from Meigs County
and it’s said he had a brother who served in the
state legislature from Gallipolis.
It’s hard to imagine a smooth-talking, high-living
hustler living in Chester, even in the old days, but
perhaps the reason for Newsome’s choosing that
location for a inn is best explained by Lucille
Smith.
“There was nothing much in the PomeroyMiddleport areas in those days,“ she comments,
“but Chester was a thoroughfare to larger places
like Parkersburg, Gallipolis and Cincinnati.”
The history book says the Keg Company used all
methods to cheat acquaintances out of good
money for bad money, for example, trading two
counterfeit silver dollars for one genuine. Many a
gullible, honest-natured man were said to have
fallen for the two-for-one trick.
It was especially profitable for the gang to concentrate on men who enjoyed “partaking of the
spirits.” The unsuspecting target would be offered
“just one more drink,” which was easily done
since Newsome also owned a distillery.
Then with the victim in the right frame of mind—
or out of the right frame of mind (depending on
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your point of view) gang members would either
engage their prey in a crooked game of cards or
just steal him blind outright.
If the gang failed to secure their ill-gotten gains
by these methods, then one of them would impersonate an officer of the law. The bogus lawman would burst upon the scene and everyone
would run for fear of arrest. The gang got the
money, and the victim’s lips were sealed, again
for fear of the law, the real law, and perhaps out
of fear of a wife or parent.
The Keg Company is believed to have been responsible for at least one murder, and maybe
more.
The murder definitely attributed to the Keg
Company involved a peddler who came to
Chester in February 1829. The peddler’s horse
was stabled at Newsome’s tannery and he took
lodging at the Inn. He was never heard from
again and it was said that Newsome sold the
horse a while later.
A maid at the inn told authorities, much after
the fact, that on the night in question, she heard
awful groans in the house and next morning,
found blood stains on a floor. She said she kept
silent because she had been threatened with retaliation if she revealed what she knew.
The few Meigs County men linked for certain
with Newsome’s Keg Company were Jack Nolan,
Cornelius Lake and Moses Green.
Nolan and Lake were said to have been the
ones who took care of unpleasant tasks, such as
roping the victims, robbing and perhaps even
killing, if necessary.
In April 1829, Newsome, Nolan, Lake and Green
were indicted in Meigs County for obtaining a
note fraudulently. All posted bail and of the
three, only Nolan was found guilty and sent to
prison. He was released after nine years and
moved south. While in the southern states, he
told someone that if the peddler in Meigs County
had been murdered, his body would have been
(continued on next page)
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concealed in the grave of the wife of Judge John Bestow.
Bestow’s wife had been buried in Chester Cemetery,
less than a half mile from the inn, at about the same
time the alleged murder of the peddler occurred.
When word reached Meigs County, the grave was
opened but the peddler’s body wasn’t found. Some
thought the body may have been under the coffin,
but authorities chose not to remove the coffin to look.
Years later, Lucille Smith’s parents, Benjamin and Daisy Smith, purchased the inn from a Mr. Decker.

seen.”
But now the house with the past stands empty—of
people that is—but not of mystery.
Just recently, Lucille’s eight-year old grandniece,
Mary Frietag, was visiting her from North Canton.
Questioned Mary one day, “Aunt Lucille, your old
house isn’t haunted, is it?”
Lucille told her, no, it wasn’t, and with eyes big and
round, Mary replied, “Well my friend said it was.”

Her little friend lives in Chester.

Lucille recalls that her mother was especially pleased
with the house’s cellar, which even had a fresh water
spring. The cellar was made of huge stones about two
feet thick, however, dirt and dust would leak into the
room from behind a boarded-up place in the side of
one wall.
Mrs. Smith persuaded her husband to clean up the
troublesome spot and he, assisted by Lucille’s cousin, a
young man of 16 or 17, unboarded the hole to dig out
the dirt.
Human bones were found in the dirt they shoveled—
possibly the peddler who had mysteriously disappeared so many years before.
And when all the dirt was removed, a Vault-type
structure, four feet high with three brick walls, could be
seen. In the walls were several decaying wooden
drawers with knobs. Remembering the tales of the
Keg Company, the two anxiously opened the drawers,
half expecting to find them full of money—but no
money was found.

EMPTY NOW—It’s hard to imagine that this vacant
house was ever a “den of iniquity” but according to
Lucille Smith, co-owner, and many other local historians it was. It’s empty of people, and has been for a
long time, but stories of the “goings-on” there still live
on in the community of Chester.

Lucille Smith says the house’s reputation bothered her
as a child growing up there.
“I was often scared,” she says. “When we first moved
in I thought there was a blood stain on the floor of my
room but it turned out to be red paint. As for mother
and father, stories of the house didn’t seem to bother
them at all.”
The house was also said to have had a trap door with
a tunnel leading from it to the woods but according to
Lucille, this isn’t quite true. “The cellar with the vault
was under the back of the house. A crawl space ran
from the vault under the house to one of the big foundation stones in the front. The stone was on pivots so it
would turn. This was probably a way of escape,” she
says, “or maybe a way to get inside without being
4/12/21
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Mike Roberts
682 Springwater Dr.
Akron, Ohio 44333
Meigs County Merchant Trade Cards

Trade Cards, not to be confused with business cards, were illustrated advertising pieces promoting a national or regional product. More likely than not they also included the name of a local
dealer for that product.
First introduced in Europe, ca. 1674, it was only in the post-Civil
War period that they began to appear in America. In the 1860’s
they were only printed on paper, without illustrations. By the
1870’s they were on cardboard and colorfully illustrated with eye
-catching themes. Remaining popular through the ‘teens’ they
faded rapidly in popularity during the 1920’s. The latest in my
collection is for the Pomeroy Opera House in 1923. It is the only
one in my extensive collection to include photo images.
Almost every type of retail product was advertised this way
from pianos to wallpaper, to farm implements to especially
“miracle” cures and remedies. It was not uncommon for competing drug stores to have the same product card, identical except for the printed name of each store. Because these were
free to the retailers of the advertised product even mom and pop
general stores could hand out these colorful cards, which proudly
displayed the store’s name.

Cards were produced in sizes as small as 2”x3” or so, up to
(rarely) 8”x10” beauties. Several small towns are represented in
my collection but of course, many are from Pomeroy and Middleport. These are some of my favorites. Alas, what you see are
black and white renditions of these attractive and historically
interesting relics.
If you have any of these, I would be interested in acquiring
them, or at least a photo, for the record.
Mike

4/12/21

6

4/12/21

7

Food For Thought
By Fred Crow
(Daily Sentinel 1991)
Dear Rupe and Rupette:
“We are Survivors!!! Many of us were born before
television, penicillin, polio shots, frozen foods, Xerox, plastic, contact lenses, frisbees and the Pill. We
were born before radar, credit cards, split atoms,
laser beams and ball point pens; before panty
hose, dishwashers, clothes dryers, electric blankets,
air conditioners, drip-dry clothes and before man
walked on the moon. We got married first and
then lived together… How quaint can you be?
In our time, closets were for clothes, not for
“coming out of”. Bunnies were small rabbits and
were not Volkswagens.
Designer jeans were
scheming girls named Jean or Jeanne, and having
a meaningful relationship meant getting along
well with our cousins. We thought fast food was
what you ate during Lent and outer space was the
back of the Meigs Theater.
We were before house-husbands, gay rights, computer dating, dual careers and commuter marriages. We were before day-care centers, group therapy and nursing homes. We never heard of FM
radio, tape decks, electric typewriters, artificial
hearts, word processors, yogurt and guys wearing
earrings. For us, time sharing meant togetherness—not computers or condominiums; a “chip”
meant a piece of wood; hardware meant hardware; and software wasn’t even a word.
We hit the scene when there 5 and 10 cent stores
where you bought things for five and ten cents.
Hamilton’s of Middleport sold ice cream cones for
a nickel or a dime. For one nickel you could ride
a streetcar, make a phone call, buy a Pepsi or
enough stamps to mail one letter and two postcards.
You could buy a new Chevy Coupe for $600.00,
but who could afford one; a pity too, because gas
was 11 cents a gallon.

pot was something you cooked in. Rock music
was Grandma’s lullaby and aids were helpers
in the Principal’s office.
We were certainly not before the difference between the sexes was discovered, but we were
surely before the sex change. We made do
with what we had. And we were the last generation that was so dumb as to think you needed
a husband to have a baby! No wonder we are
so confused and there is such a generation
gap.
But we survived. What better reason to celebrate.
This article appeared in the newsletter for the
Arbors of Marietta. The author is unknown.
Rupe, get good grades in your geography and
ask yourself this question. Would you want to
live the way we did prior to 1945 or do you like
things as they are today?

Carry on.
Meigs County Geography
(This information came from an old Daily Sentinel column written by Fred Crow in 1991.)
Below is a list of roads, highways or places in Meigs
County. How many can you identify as to where
each of these roads or places are located today.
Villages or Locations
1. Lickskillet
2. Bear Wallow Ridge
3. Owl Hollow
4. Seldom Seen
5. Permonka
6. Gobbler’s Knob
7. Buckwheat
8. Germany
9. Texas
10. Tadpole Lane
11. Stringberg
12. Bungtown

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Happy Hollow
Buzzard Den
Bowel’s Run
Frog Blvd.
Mud Fork
Epitome
Joppa
De Witt’s Run
Lover’s Lane
Bethlehem
Eagle Ridge
Gold Ridge
Devil’s Hole

In our day cigarette smoking was fashionable.
Grass was mowed, Coke was a cold drink, and
4/12/21
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The Elephants Walked the Stage Coach Road
Date December 1950

By C.H. Harris
Memories of the stage coach days in Meigs and
Athens Counties are retained by Mrs. Ada Vining
Smith, Mrs. Augusta Gilmore and Mrs. Helen Vining,
of Middleport, and others. The former recall seeing
the old time stage coaches going by the Wolf Pen
School north of Pomeroy – and two of them are last
survivors of those who attended this school.
The stage coach line to the north out of Meigs
County was in its hey-day in the 1880s. It was discontinued in 1886 when it was being operated by
the late Col. A. E. Boone, of Zanesville. Colonel
Boone was a promoter of rapid transportation services in Southeastern Ohio for years.
The Wolf Pen School was five miles from Pomeroy
where there was a sign “22 Miles to Athens”. There
school children cheered the passing stagecoaches
enroute to Harrisonville and Downington (later
known as Pageville) via the county infirmary and
Mount Zion Church. Four horses were changed at
Harrisonville near the Dr. Day building. Among the
early drivers on the line were Charles Derry, Bill Hess
and Noah Welch. Harley Derry was a footman on
the line.
It was an issue at one time whether the line should
go to Athens from Pomeroy and Middleport via the
present US Route 33 location or by Harrisonville and
Albany. The route chosen was long known as
“Telegraph Road” between Pomeroy and Harrisonville, as a telegraph line extended along the roadside. At the present junction of Routes 124 and
143 there was a covered bridge. Between Middleport and Charleston, the route was along the river
and service extended to Charleston, W.VA.
The route generally was northwest out of Pomeroy. From Harrisonville the route was to Downington (now Pageville) and thence by what is now
Route 680 to Woodyard Postoffice in south-central
Alexander Township (Athens County) into Albany.
Then the coaches followed what is now US Route
50 to Fisher Station via Hebbardsville. This in those
days, for most of the way, was along what are still
known as State Roads. The line came into Athens
by one of the State Roads which led into the village.
4/12/21

Charles Wood, who lives east of Albany, states
that his home is on the old stage route and also on
the site of a three-story tavern used by travelers on
the coaches.
Horses were changed at this point. Mr. Wood recalls the passing of circus wagons over this State
Road when he was but a small boy. He was especially impressed by the elephants which walked
from town to town and the brightly-painted circus
wagons drawn by several teams of horses. He
and others of more than middle age also recall
the stage coaches, big closed vehicles with a driver's seat high in front.
At Woodyard, Lafe Oliver was postmaster in the
day of the stage coach, while just north of Downington, there was a stop for dinner at the Hugh
Reeves home. Horses were also changed at Albany for the run into Athens via Fisher Station. In Athens the stage stop was the Tom Beaton livery barn
at the north end of Main Street.
Old Store In Tuppers Plains

The Square in Tuppers Plains
The square in Tuppers Plains has seen many changes over
the years. Pictured above is a picture (inset) of an early
store and later a larger store known as Young Bros. and Keller—Cash Store. The little house in the background is still
there today.
Later on a SOHIO gas Station replaced the store and was
run by Vance Millhone and later Homer Cole. The SOHIO
Station later became the present BP Station.
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In 1995-96 Members of the Daughters of American Revolution and a
small group of local people came together to save the county’s earliest history, Meigs County’s first Courthouse.
The Chester Shade Historical Association trustees and volunteers
have worked very hard to preserve the Chester Courthouse, built in
1823 and the Academy built in 1840. Both buildings are in use and
open to the public. We have worked 20 years to save what was preserved and make these beautiful buildings useable. Continued help is
needed to maintain the buildings and keep them open to the public.
You can help by becoming members of CSHA and through donations.

Chester Shade Historical Association
Adult Membership $15/year

Lifetime Membership $150

Donations
Please send your check to:
Chester Shade Historical Association
P.O. Box 44

Chester, Ohio 45720

Or go to our Website: Chestercourthouse.com
and use our Online Store to pay or make a
donation.
4/12/21
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2021 CSHA Membership
Membership dues start on January 1 of each year and expire on December 31 of each year.
$15.00 Individual Adult, $150 Lifetime Membership
PLEASE PRINT
Name: ________________________________________________________
Spouse Name: _________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________

City: _____________________________ State: ________ Zip: _________
Phone Number: _________________________________________________
E-Mail: _______________________________________________________
(If email has changed, we are asking you to verify your email address)
Student Name (s): _______________________________________________
Number of Persons: Individual _______, Amount to Pay _______________
Number of Years Paid _____________ Date Paid ____________ Donation _________

(If you would like please mark one of the following and a member of the CSHA will contact
you)
__ I would like to volunteer at the Courthouse/Academy
__ I have a family history or other items to donate to CSHA
__ I have stories to tell
Thank you, we appreciate your support!!!!!!!!!

Yes, I would like to volunteer!
Name ____________________________________

I can volunteer: One day a week ______________

Phone ____________________________________

One day a month _____________

E-Mail ___________________________________

Occasionally ________________
As needed __________________

Preferred day: Monday __________Wednesday ___________ Friday ____________ Saturday _____________
We are open on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 10 am till 4 pm. Please call first. 740-985-9822
We are open 6 hours a day M, W, F, S from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm regular hours
4/12/21
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Your Dues Count

The money that you pay for dues goes to promote our organization.
It helps us pay our utility bills, upkeep expenses, making it possible to keep the buildings open to the public, as well as historical
programs for youth and adults. Please check out our membership
page and sign up today. Memberships begin in January and end
on December 31 of each year.
4/12/21
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