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Looking Back

TI'ERS OF HI STORY described his interests as
fiever yftrhoormgBi bl e expl anat.i
An Ol d World War | ofetGrreaamti oo, to evolution.

By Charl ene Hoeflich
) ) Griffin said he was born
Whil e attending the Vetteneanssy yDay f0abrsne roga hGnes hge-rladq
on Poderdoywntown parkimpg, | eaBody alwdewhis family

Webster Post 39, AmerlggmeLfe,g(bmnana(ﬁrf f1arl il & h oMpYe
mind kept going back tWh@sétﬁbubbhw@@ommmdﬂ@m f
the newspaper many years ago about an old sol -
dier. As for his serviGceemlei sta,i

fwai ted for ®©Whemwas 1@G&k® a
| came home that déay oaumpdy byeedaarns scelad CWH ' he was
some @deteseld away and fsihradlmanh fhewnre chicdttieidc a thfae .
| was |l ooking for. ltgW@Sod hehin®t epdél@bsanNg3st
about an old World War hlads oclodree 't oW h dife® r cNoiand®s uud%e 1Soer
Garner C.HeGrliifvéd. al onge idesacrs$mWaldl his | ife as
frame house in the rur@.lhtC@m@“ltqywaﬁs&ué\l‘hfﬁ & W - I
visited him a week or so after hi ot birth
dayAt that time, he WasNotthQOQ,Ile,sntg %ﬂde@n¢h9f v
the dounatsyt two [iving WerhdnWasi hgVEBbmEaWhere he
On the wall of his small i ving room whi ch was
heated with a wood bur& |\ AL & 2 \ = oy *“ure
of sever al sol di ers whigay g oVl ST er v
with in 1918 and 1919. S gov (¥ '

A
Bel ow was a plaque com
of membership in Drew

can Leldiieom.l aqgue was prig

t he Legion Post i n com .“(" of
membership in the Pos il
made to hihni onhMHBawad99b
April 25, 1896. On t ha Jjual
of the Legion gave a g o t
me hefidwabf ounded and
t he pomp.
Mr . Griffin, who stood : —— g de
scribed fhusmsebh abd Worl d War veteran
no better or any loess than any other veteran
All through the intervfew he sWoMed KEEN SENS
of humor. He livedialdoB®, his |°feur|‘1g\?ienrgs
years ago amheihre ocrliy qaa t e d
e i n oot R Y ]S e ST A e hat, we negd ¢
al ways been easy teers to help with the ma
keep the buildings open &
He described e&tiniskéffofagdbéeingg . I f you are ljca
along line of Scotch Irlighedeiopde @&dcans evagyan
knows t heir dTohbabty sihso whe our S
we talked during the afgr%e'rﬂlo?o'n. You can vol uajtee
few hours a week or-yatprd e
He told me he |liked gadhhetee. maps e and -93p5Mb2a2g 50 rt
white socks and shirts]t haendenmndi endtd rheisst drivs t o |
He said all of his Dboolk S.yweg e full and that
why some b o ohkisg hweorne tphiel rgf%ﬁoseclre.ttl—?rer'
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Civil War Era Money As far as | know the two largest collections of Meigs
i County metal tokens belong to my friend Bob Graham,
By Michael Roberts and to the author.
Since the Civil War era many merchants have en-
couraged business by issuing tokens, or vouchers for
goods or services. Tokens were produced predomi-
nantly in metal, that being bronze, brass, aluminum,
copper, nickel and rarely other metals. Some early

tokens were produced in cardboard, more recent

Each of us have over a hundred different ones from the
county with each having several varieties that the other
does not. Between us we have about 130 different to-
kens. We believe that perhaps 20 -30 more varieties exist
which are reported, or lying in a drawer somewhere.

ones in plastic. The most chotekanomhichthgspanerchgng gr storg name bytgyifes

in tradedé, although denomi nahoijlesalien iy feferied to by Atokens gplfgctorspas Aa

50¢, $1, and $2 were known. Other, odd denomina- omavericko. Some oOmaverickso
tions were less commonly issued. store or merchant by virtue of where it was found and

store or merchant names corresponding to that location

While many of us Meigs Countians, present or previ- during the time when such tokens were in use. Several

ous, used or at least saw some of the more recent

) _ exampl es can be identified.

plastic tokens, few if any of us remember the metal . . .

¢ which by WWII Hesso. Best known by his nic
ones, most of which were gone by ' and operated the Century Bar in Pomeroy. One identi-
In Meigs County most of the tokens were round but fied maverick is marked OE.O. T
many different shapes were occasionally used. One bershop in Pomeroy. It is definitely attributable because
of the two rarest Meigs County store tokens is in the it was obtained with paperwork from the old token man-
shape of a horseos head. Wax tuiee fssamad e retaimfkes. n s ar e

found as are four -lobed, square, eight -lobed, and
one with 32 small lobes. One is in the shape of the

A closer look at the tokens and stores that issued them

. ] . will follow.
Liberty Bell. Another is square with the corners round-
ed inward. Still another is horseshoe -shaped. Anoth- Many of these tokens are scarce -to-rare and some are
er heart -shaped, another 16 -lobed. known to Bob and myself by only one or two examples.

The first town | will discuss is Long Bottom. There is but

Merchant tokens from the following towns in the one merchant token known from there and it is one of a

county: Long Bottom, Chester, Dexter, Dyesville,

Heml ock Grove, Mi ddl eport, Rk(ian%ta%ak?:ille, and Tupperos

Plains are known to me. | suspect there are others | OdThe H. F. Chase Co. Gener al Me |
am not aware of. Mei gs County, Ohiobd

While I indicated that many of the tokens were good Besides being the only specimen from Long Bottom it is

for 05A in traded6, some are 3qaqpd (fhar o34 ocheM@mahan-ays om
di seo. Anot her o0in goods ajnpnd h£poSulto rtefe  sOiizNe HFOA3S Oni c k e |
oone | obarfe adfo, bat baro6, andgogfog ddet sEliecthdiCchandi seo.
Rail way, oOone zone fareo. where one company issued tokens. Only three speci-

Most, but not all, of the tokens say something like mens are known, each a different denomination. Made

0Good forédé on one side and [T RQNzeOLbEassytheyae apqut thegige of a quar-

store and (usually) the name of the town on the oth- ter. All are marked on the front:

er. To my knowledge only three tokens have pictures oShank & Higginbottom, Dealer i
on them. Two have the very similar Indian and that Chester, 0. 6 The reverses are
side resembles our Indian head penny. The third has Tradebé

the head of Liberty and resembles an early U.S. large

o ] Like Long Bottom and Chester, tokens from Dexter are
cent. This is the rarest Meigs County token.

very scarce. Examples are known of two merchants.

The smallest are about the size of a penny and the The first is 0The Stored6, whic
largest the size of a half dollar. A very few have one ken along with C.F.Bowles Dext
blank side and a few have a small hole in the center 0Good for 1A in Goodso. |t i
and a few have different shaped holes in them. ;
sized.
6/ 2yoeydzSR ySEG O2f dz2Yyo 6/ 2yaydSR 2y LI 3IS po
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(Civil War Erafi Continued)

Two bronze examples are known fr
Dexter, 06 . On the reverse is ¢
I n MDSE®G. The token is about ni

Dyesville is also represented by two merchants in
which one was the successor to the other. The ear-
lier of the two is o0Curry Bros. Dyesville Ohioo. Re -
verse for the three known examples is 0Goo
10A In MG6DBSE Onlyo. The token

guarter sized. The 25¢ token is four lobed and a bit

larger. Larger and square is the 50¢ example. The

1¢ token is eight lobed and quarter sized. The 5¢ is

octagonal and moderately scarce.

The | ater merchant is o0Curry and Romineod. Evident -
ly one of the Curry brothers left the business or died
and was replaced by Romine. Whereas the Curry
Brothers examples all show much age and wear,
the Curry and Romine show much less aging, par-
ticularly the higher value tokens. The Dyesville to-
kens are some of the most common from our coun-

ty. There are eight denominations: 1¢, 2¢, 5¢, 10¢,
25¢, 50¢, $1.00 and $2.00. The $2.00 is the only to-
ken of that denomination known from Meigs Coun-

ty. One -dollar tokens are also rare.

These tokens range between nickel and quarter

si ze. The tokens say only oCurr
obverse and 0Good For (amount) I
reverse. The $2.00, $1.00 and 50¢ are round, the

25¢ is octagonal. The 10¢ and 5¢ are somewhat

oval. The 2¢ eight lobed, and the 1¢ is 32 tiny -

lobed.

To be continued.

Some examples of tokens collected below.

New Chest
Cookbook
For Sal €
$20.00
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